MINUTES OF MAY 11, 2004

TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Russell, Altonen, Rosenkranz, Gaskell, Stillings and Thompson (7:35)

Absent:  Colvin

Others Present:  Briggs, Sullivan

Audience:  One

1. Meeting is called to order at 7:30 PM

2. MINUTES.  There is a motion by Gaskell and seconded to approve the minutes of April 13, 2004 as presented.  Motion passes 5-0.
3. COMMUNICATIONS. 1. Minutes were received from Milton Township of their last meeting.  2. Mr. Sullivan stated that he knows of no upcoming meetings of interest to the commission.  3. A letter was received from Norton Bretz requesting the Township consider adding language to the Master Plan that addresses the desire for bicycle paths within our township.  The letter can be found on file with the original copy of these minutes.  4.  Mr. Briggs commented that a communication was received from the Antrim County Planner regarding the ordinance revisions.  Basically, the Antrim County Planning Commission suggested the township not approve the amendments as proposed.  The communication contained their recommendations for the proposed amendments regarding weekly rentals.  This issue will be on the Torch Lake Township Board agenda for the scheduled meeting May 18,2004
4. DISCUSSION OF WINERY ORDINANCE.  Mr. Stillings commented that overall he is in favor of a winery ordinance to promote local wines and vineyards and other tourist items as well.  The State of Michigan would have regulations that would need to be followed as well as Township guidelines.  The Commission referred to a handout from Sullivan dated February 4, 2004 citing his recommended changes to the ordinance.  Discussion of the handout followed.  There is a motion by Stillings and seconded to add the following to Chapter VI part L, section 3 to read:  
3. Wineries and/or Wine Tasting Rooms featuring sale of wine, wine related beverages and products, provided the following conditions are met in addition to those required in Section 17.01:

a. The Winery, Tasting Room and related retail sales are licensed by the US Department of Treasury (Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms), the Michigan Liquor Control Commission, and all other applicable state and federal rules and regulations.

b. The parcel is a minimum of ten acres in area

c. The Tasting Room and retail sales of wine products parcel shall have a minimum of five acres of fruit maintained in accord with generally accepted management practices. 

d. Retail sales, (other than wine and food service) shall be clearly incidental to the production of wine.  Indoor retail sales and food service areas shall occupy no more than twenty five percent of the floor area devoted to wine processing and storage.

e. All food provided must be limited to hors d’oeuvres and snacks.  A tasting room may not operate a food service restaurant with on site food preparation.

f. The winery can only sell on site the wines and wine related beverages containing: 1.  Fruit grown on site and/or 2.  Product processed on site.  Motion passes 6-0.

There is a motion by Russell and seconded to insert a new paragraph “D” Chapter VI, section 6.02-Permitted Uses to state:

D. Fruit washing, sorting, processing and storage facilities.  These uses may include the production of juice and wines.  Motion passes 6-0.  (This will change the subsequent lettering following the letter “D”).  Motion passes 6-0.

There is a motion by Russell to add to the definitions section the following additions:

Tasting Room- a building or portion of a building where the tasting of wine, fruit wines and nonalcoholic fruit juices may be sampled by individuals.  Also allowed are retail sales of winery products by the glass for on site consumption or by the bottle for off premises consumption.  Incidental retail sales of non-food or packaged food items are also allowed.

Wine- The product made by the alcoholic fermentation of the juice of grapes or any other fruit with the usual cellar treatment, and containing not more than twenty-one percent of alcohol by volume, including fermented fruit juices other than grapes and mixed wine drinks.

Wine-“Brandy” An alcoholic liquor as defined in 27 CFR 5.22 (D) (1980)

Wine Drink, Mixed- a drink or similar product containing less than seven percent alcohol by volume, consisting of wine and plain, sparkling, or carbonated water, and containing any one or more of the following:

1. Non-alcoholic beverages

2. Flavoring

3. Coloring materials

4. Fruit juices

5. Fruit adjuncts

6. Sugar

7. Carbon dioxide

8. Preservatives

Wine-“Fortified” Wine with brandy or wine spirits added as permitted by law.

Wine Related Beverages-fortified wines, wine brandy and mixed wine drinks.

Winery-A state licensed facility where agricultural fruit production is maintained and juice is processed into wine, stored in bulk, packaged, and sold to the public with or without the use of a tasting room.  The property upon which the winery is located is used principally for the growth of the fruit used in the production of the wine and wine related beverages, along with associated buildings.  Motion passes 6-0.


There is a motion by Russell and seconded to revise paragraph “M” to read:  

M.  All uses other than crop and/or livestock production allowed in the Agricultural Zone shall submit site plans meeting the criteria required in Section 18.04, with the standards shown in Section 18.07 being used to base the ranting of approval of the site plan.  Motion passes 6-0.

5. DISCUSSION OF LAND USE MAPS.  Disc has been delivered to the proper agency for their handling.  Updates will follow!

6. OTHER AREEAS OF THE ORDINANCE THAT NEED ADDRESSING.  It is suggested that a general discussion of the Agricultural Zone be on next month’s agenda.  Other topics to be discussed in future months include:

1. Triangular lots

2. Parking for outdoor businesses (Pine Hill)

3. Definition of “school”

7. CONCERNS OF THE COMMISSION.  None at this time.

8.  There being no further business the meeting is adjourned at 9PM.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

